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A Note from the Autocrat
Lucas Kasser

Welcome to the latest issue of the Tech House Au-
tocrat! I hope that this releasewill continue to daz-
zle and amaze you, filling your days with awe and
your nightly dreams with wordless wonder. I con-
tinue to strive to connect with my customer base,
implementing dynamic new solutions in this fast-
paced market of news resources. I thank you for
your continued interest in the Autocrat, and hope
you continue to come to use this product for your
information needs.

On a related note, there has been a recent flurry
of complaints aimed at the Autocrat management
(myself). I find it difficult to imagine any reason to
be upset at such an esteemed periodical as this one,
but have responded to customer feedback and im-
plemented a new policy: If you are not completely
satisfied with any edition of the Autocrat, past or
future, email autocrat@techhouse.org and I will is-
sue a full refund. I hope that this dispels any lin-
gering animosity between us.

Smash and Sundry
Paul Addonizio

Below are the rankings for the Tech House 2017
Smash Ladder:

1. Leo Cooper
2. Dayton Wilson
3. Miles Holland
4. Paul Addonizio
5. Nick Cunningham
6. Raz Rivlis
7. Ben Wilson
8. Preston Law
9. Aaron Gokaslan

10. Zachary Zagorski
11. AJ Whitman
12. Lucas Kasser
13. Aiden Schore
14. Solomon Klein
15. Julius Reiner
16. Tracy Knight
17. Ethan Mok

A Biography: Nick Cunningham
Lucas Kasser

Nick Cunningham is a man of mystery, and seems
to want to stay that way. After an unsuccessful 15
minutes spent trying to extract his life story, this
intrepid reporter gave up, resolving to next time
find an easier target. Either he has led a rather un-
eventful life or he protects his secrets better than
a well-muscled gorilla with a katana.
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Smash and Towerfall Rankings
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        Me Again
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Below are the rankings for the Tech House 2023 Smash Ladder, followed by the Towerfall Ladder:

      1?. Tristen ’26
      1?. Evan ’25
      1?. The Honorable, Honorary Will ‘06
      I dunno, we haven’t actually done a Smash
      ladder. My bad.
      
      2. AJ? Luke?
      3. Everyone Else


Towerfall:
	
      1. Francis ’24
      2. Jonathan ’25
      3. Towerfall, anyone?
      4. Excuse me, would you –
      5. AJ, do you want to play?
      6. Please, I’m doing a report…
      7. Sigh…
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          Peter’s Beard Still Snazzy
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Peter ‘25, longtime Tech House member, Housing Manager, and AV deity, has once again won the Annual Tech House Beard Contest. Other close contestants include Vice President Noah ’24 and Owen ’26.
“In terms of sheer size, yes, the other contestants have him beat,” says Jennifer Rodriguez, beardologist at Providence College, who was not 
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Dear all, welcome back from the brink of death! Yes,
Covid-19 has come for all of us (and supposedly gone, though it still crops up occasionally), and Tech House is back in business. We have a sterling bunch of new recruits that we’re looking forward to having in house, a sterling bunch of old farts that we’re looking forward to swapping out with newer models, and a whole bunch of traditions to bring back from the dead. One of these is the TH Autocrat, which as everyone knows is lovingly kept locked away in the library drawers, and is so well-respected that it would be used for kindling if we still had a fireplace.

Because this is a surprise issue, no articles have been solicited from any individual; all works are creative and represent only the ideals, values, and good horse sense that my mama raised me with, instead of any shared sense of responsibility. However, if we wish to keep beating this dead horse until it blinks one eye and kicks me in the crotch, future issues will require the fertile imaginations of others. Please email me (or autocrat@techhouse.org if I can figure out how to get it running again) with your thoughts, projects, and submissions – and direct any complaints to Sage ’23, who is not associated in any way. Thanks!

Jonathan Herbst
               ________

Jonathan Herbst
          A Note From the Autocrat

Jonathan Herbst

Jonathan Herbst
               ________

Jonathan Herbst



May 2017 ‘Tech Talk’ Vol. 5, Issue 2.7182818284

(Nick is so mysterious that there’s no photo of him
available)

THext Editors
Emma Sloan

As we all know, using the proper text editor is crit-
ically important to being seen as a serious pro-
grammer and having the most efficient possible
workflow. I here present some tech house opin-
ions on the subject, anonymized for the subjects’
protection.

• I hate them all.
• I learned vim as a matter of nerd cred. Then I
joined tech house, and now I don’t need nerd
cred.

• It depends on the language and the assign-
ment. But obviously vim is better than ev-
erything else

• vim is perfect in every way. Except maybe
the scrolling is kind of weird
-pulls up vim-
Look at how perfect it is!
-starts stroking computer screen-
Even the scrolling is perfect.

• Why are so many people so fond of vim?
Emacs is so much better! I mean sure, I only
learned it because it had a shallower learn-
ing curve. But I use it, so it must be the best.

• I type everything in Microsoft Word. The
stylized characters just add to the challenge.

• My vim config file is longer than most bash
scripts.

• I use notepad.
-another respondent cuts in-
I use notepad ++
-having shown their superiority, the discus-
sion devolves from there-

• I use sublime because it’s pretty. Even
though it keeps asking me for money. But
such is the price of beauty.

• Why would you even use a text editor other
than sublime? atom is the worst; it’s just a
shit version of sublime.

• But seriously though, don’t use Microsoft
Edge

Overheard At Technology House
Tech HouseQuotes Page

“Aerial arts. It’s when you hang on to a metal bar
until you get so bruised that you can’t hang on
anymore.”
-Mariah adds, “But it’s so fun, definitely do it!”

Kath: Wait, are you guys S/NC-ing the class?
Paul: … We’re S/NC-ing it in spirit.
-Nothing like junior spring

“Cool. Maybe we can get a plant.”
–Lucas, overcome with excitement at his appoint-
ment as Gardener

“Curse you, Euclidean Algorithm. My greatest
nemesis…”
–Meme Chris

“Why are there socks by the [computer] termi-
nal?”
-Matthew, incensed

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Dr. Love
L. G. K. and V. M. T.

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Dr. Love,

Everyday at noon this beautiful womanwalks past
my bedroom window while taking her dogs for a
walk. I really want to ask her out, but I’ve never
had a girlfriend before, and I’m not sure where I’d
take her for a date. I’m 26 but don’t have a job so
ideally we would do something inexpensive. Also,
I live in my parents’ basement, so I can’t easily in-
vite her back to my place. Where would you sug-
gest?

-Poor in Pittsford
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associated with the contest. “But if you look at the clean lines on the side of his face, you can see why he won. You can tell he spends a long time at the mirror getting it nice and even, and I think part of the reason he won is because it’s clear how much deliberation went into it. Also, there’s a very gradual process where it becomes sideburns, and – speaking as a woman rather than a professional here – that really turns me on.”

“Peter’s been known to emphasize his beard repeatedly,” said Jonathan ’25, a classmate of Peter’s, whose facial hair was not nominated for the competition. “Whenever he’s providing guidance on a project or looking at a difficult DL project, he’ll always rub his beard between his index and thumb, like his hand is some kind of vibrating beard cradle. And you can tell it’s not even intentional, it’s just so fluid how he does it. I’ve been working on it for a long time and I’m nowhere close; it’s very impressive how he’s got it down pat.”

We didn’t interview Peter for this piece about Peter, but here’s what we imagine we would have said if we had consulted him beforehand. “I owe it all to Michelle [’25],” he might have said, running his hand through his nattily trimmed chin-jungle. “It’s a very long road to winning this contest, and there were a lot of times that I almost gave up hope. I mean, you have to wait for a year to win this conversation and occasionally use a razor – it’s a lot to ask. In these difficult times, Michelle has been my rock, reassuring me that I do look good in a beard and, though she would support me whatever happened, she’d really prefer I weren’t clean-shaven for it.”

There have been a couple close calls. “I’ve had a stalker-stache for a while back in freshman year,” Peter might have admitted. “Well, not really for a while. Just because it was funny, not because it looked good. And I was clean-shaven at birth, you know. But I’ve had a good long think about it, and I think the beard was the right choice. And I’m going to stick with it.”

And thank God he has. Peter’s beard has become an iconic part of Tech House, from its soft fade to its photogenic owner, and we don’t know what we would do without it. In fact, we’ve been considering scrapping the Tech House logo entirely, and just having be an image of Peter’s Beard. Finally, we can all wear it!
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Treasurer Promises Less Divisive Budget Proposals; Lies
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We thought we’d seen the last of it when Mario Party Superstars entered the fray, winning its place in the digital shelf of the switch by a controversial two votes. We thought we would be free of the bluster, the shouts, a thanksgiving-family dinner brought to life. Yes, it led our blood to boil and our eyebrows to twitch ferociously as we heard point upon counterpoint, verbal blows shimmering above our heads. But now – but now! Instead of a proposal of a single kitchen rack, we are given an option among seven, seven majestic works of plastic and steel, with nothing to delineate them but the calls of our hearts. Filled with pretty ceramic dishes, how shall we tell them apart? Surely such a poll will lead to a win narrower than any other win in house, with so many options to choose among. Will it not fester in the hearts of those who did not choose the final option to see it in the kitchen every morning? Will we ever silence the rumbles that another should have been chosen in its stead? Will we not form into clans, the YASONIC versus the MOUKABAL, or the ever-ominous Amazon’s Choice? Is the KitchenAid’s 20,000 ratings worth the $70 it would cost? Will we not grab for our forks and our spatulas, never daring to face each other during Pancakes, slicing into our bacon with unwarranted vigor?

We are lost in this maze of options, there shall be no decision among them. Treasurer, what choice is this! We shall burrow in the web of our lies, we shall be stuck with the guilt of what we have chosen and the regret of what we didn’t. Treasurer, budget proposer, save us from this misery! Ask not for a show of hands among your purchasing options, but stand firm. Give unto us a choice, not of seven, but of two or one, that we might decide more easily among them – for too much choice gave nothing good to anyone. How shall we confirm this? With Iyengar and Lepper 2000, the psychologists who created the Jam Experiment, wherefrom a fewer number of jams made people more likely to buy, and be happier with, their outcomes. Yes, the experiment showed that six jams was actually a good number for people to choose among, but, uh… seven is more than six. Therefore seven is a bad number. Yeah, let’s go with that. SCIENCE supports our argument, or at least at a very broad level it supports the general trend that we’re making a specific argument about, and SCIENCE doesn’t specifically refute our sample size, so there, that 
proves it.


Jonathan Herbst
March 2023

Jonathan Herbst
     ‘Ribs’     

Jonathan Herbst
Vol. 6, Issue 74656C6C2048520A

Jonathan Herbst
     Guess Who?





May 2017 ‘Tech Talk’ Vol. 5, Issue 2.7182818284

(Nick is so mysterious that there’s no photo of him
available)

THext Editors
Emma Sloan

As we all know, using the proper text editor is crit-
ically important to being seen as a serious pro-
grammer and having the most efficient possible
workflow. I here present some tech house opin-
ions on the subject, anonymized for the subjects’
protection.

• I hate them all.
• I learned vim as a matter of nerd cred. Then I
joined tech house, and now I don’t need nerd
cred.

• It depends on the language and the assign-
ment. But obviously vim is better than ev-
erything else

• vim is perfect in every way. Except maybe
the scrolling is kind of weird
-pulls up vim-
Look at how perfect it is!
-starts stroking computer screen-
Even the scrolling is perfect.

• Why are so many people so fond of vim?
Emacs is so much better! I mean sure, I only
learned it because it had a shallower learn-
ing curve. But I use it, so it must be the best.

• I type everything in Microsoft Word. The
stylized characters just add to the challenge.

• My vim config file is longer than most bash
scripts.

• I use notepad.
-another respondent cuts in-
I use notepad ++
-having shown their superiority, the discus-
sion devolves from there-

• I use sublime because it’s pretty. Even
though it keeps asking me for money. But
such is the price of beauty.

• Why would you even use a text editor other
than sublime? atom is the worst; it’s just a
shit version of sublime.

• But seriously though, don’t use Microsoft
Edge
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“Aerial arts. It’s when you hang on to a metal bar
until you get so bruised that you can’t hang on
anymore.”
-Mariah adds, “But it’s so fun, definitely do it!”

Kath: Wait, are you guys S/NC-ing the class?
Paul: … We’re S/NC-ing it in spirit.
-Nothing like junior spring

“Cool. Maybe we can get a plant.”
–Lucas, overcome with excitement at his appoint-
ment as Gardener

“Curse you, Euclidean Algorithm. My greatest
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“Why are there socks by the [computer] termi-
nal?”
-Matthew, incensed

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Dr. Love
L. G. K. and V. M. T.

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Dr. Love,

Everyday at noon this beautiful womanwalks past
my bedroom window while taking her dogs for a
walk. I really want to ask her out, but I’ve never
had a girlfriend before, and I’m not sure where I’d
take her for a date. I’m 26 but don’t have a job so
ideally we would do something inexpensive. Also,
I live in my parents’ basement, so I can’t easily in-
vite her back to my place. Where would you sug-
gest?

-Poor in Pittsford
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We have some exciting news! Social Chair Luke ‘23, Mathematician by birth and English by choice, has finally filled up the library blackboard with math. The contents cannot be repeated here due to our bad drawing skills and lack of LaTeX support, but trust us when we say it’s intimidating – a whole wall of dizzying genius.

Luke has a particularly long and deep history with this blackboard. Indeed, TH members going into the library for a quick nip of gin will often find him grappling against it, crushing the chalk into a fine paste as he smears it in patterns across the dark surface. The sweat trickles down from his furrowed forehead as he lovingly strokes the blackboard with his white probing calcium carbonate, which he holds tightly in his right hand as he moves it up and down the board. Quivering with the flow of air, the blackboard trembles under his touch, as he fills it up completely –

(Ed. I apologize. Because we have a limited payroll and a punishing deadline, we thought we’d reduce our workload by utilizing ChatGPT, the new text generation software. Unfortunately, because it was typed on Luke’s computer, it had already learned how to “make it sensual” and responded to the above text prompt accordingly. The remainder of this text will only be written by a human. We apologize again for the interruption.)

The main problem with Luke’s herculean task was not putting enough content on the board, but the fact that other people kept erasing it. Every time he cleared a space for new problem sets, other chalkwork would be added in its place. “I don’t want anybody but Luke touching me, but all these people keep writing stuff on me without my consent,” said the blackboard when we spoke to it on the issue. “My Luke is hard at work on an equation, something that’s going to make both of us famous, and bam! Somebody comes in with a piece of felt and wipes it all away. It makes me so angry I could spew curse words, if it weren’t for the fact that I’m festooned with them already. How could they get rid of this perfection just to contribute a picture of a tyrannosaurus rex going skydiving? I should be used to uncover the mysteries of the universe, not transmit your love letters. The only love letter I want to have is the face of Luke in front of me, showing me the face of God.”

(Ed. I again apologize. I assigned this to one of our junior staff writers, and I showed him what ChatGPT 
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Luke Finally Fills Up His Blackboard
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had already written and told him to rewrite it and make it more respectable. Instead, he seems to have found it funny and continued in the same vein. I can’t rewrite the thing from scratch with the kind of deadline we have approaching, but I’m going to finish it myself. Luke, I apologize for any insinuations made in this article that you have any kind of relationship with this blackboard other than Platonic.)

While Luke is more than able to remove the notes that other people made, there’s one thing that’s prevented him from using the board entirely – the girl on the swing. Drawn in chalk on the rightmost edge of the blackboard and commonly believed to be a Banksy, the section has been designated a historic site and cannot be modified. It was only after the Great Eraser Storm of March 8th that this situation changed. Though we deeply mourn the loss of this historic artifact, its absence has provided Luke a new impetus to create works in its honor, and on Saturday, March 11th, the work was finally complete. Spanning however long the blackboard is and however high the blackboard is, his mural of mathematics traverses from the edges of topology to the nodes of graph theory and dazzles all onlookers.

“At last, we can stop buying chalk,” said Treasurer Heidi ‘24 when learning about this astonishing feat. “I’ve been waiting to rectify that hole in our expenses for a long time, and it’s finally here. We’re going to purchase a layer of epoxy and cover the whole thing in varnish, so that it will never be moved again – it will be a testament to the man’s genius and our newly stable budget. Also, we were going to have to kick him out anyways before he starts charging us for the drinks he always buys for Saturday nights, so really, he couldn’t have finished his project at a better time.”

Luke will be honored at Alumni Weekend with a Presidential Medal, a medal from Crayola’s sales division, a DVD collection including Good Will Hunting, A Beautiful Mind, and Roots, and a firm handshake from Samuel Blackboardus himself. Though it may come as a moment of heartbreak to the creator of Girl on a Swing, who is rumored to be visiting for the weekend, to everyone else it will be a moment of satisfaction on seeing a job well done.
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Psst! Hey, you! Yeah, you over there! I’ll have to make this quick because they’re sure to notice me soon, but you have to help me! I’ve been stuck in this newspaper for the past three days and I don’t think I’m gonna be able to get out! Can you help me? They’ll see me any second and when they do, they’ll

Jonathan Herbst
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Dear Poor,

I would suggest that you go with the classy yet
cheap “family dining” experience: invite her over
to your house, but pretend that it’s a restaurant.
Have your father dress up in a fancy suit and pre-
tend to be your waiter (french accents can go a
long way here, if he can pull it off). Ask your
mother to cook only the finest TV dinners, and
make sure to dim the lights in order to both make
the food seem more appealing that it actually is
and in order to obscure any household clutter that
may have accumulated in the kitchen. Actually,
if you have any rooms in the basement with ex-
posed pipes on the ceiling you might instead con-
sider dining there; I understand that the aesthetic
gives off a “trendy hipster” vibe. If your parents
need convincing, tell them that you want to intro-
duce their soon-to-be daughter-in-law. Good luck!

-Dr. Love

Mrs. Dr. Love was unavailable for comment

Have relationship problems? Email auto-
crat@techhouse.org and get advice from the experts!

Mispoetry
Peter Zahria

A lovely bit of poetry
Should rhyme
Verse without seems wry
And dim.

To write without the rhyme in mind
Can guarantee your work gets binned
An end result no one should want
So please be kind - and don’t!
For when the rules get bent
Things may get out of hand
And part with them we shan’t
It’s not in the program.

If style and splendor you seek
At limericks you want to peek
They’re often quite nice
And offer advice
But drop words and people freak.

Haiku, however
Seem rather more constrained
All syllables count

Public Announcement

I hate writing.
I hate writing so, so much.
I don’t think you understand how much I hate writing, but I hate writing too much to try to explain it
to you in writing.
In conclusion, I hate writing.

Thank you
-AJ Whitman
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What’s with all the books?
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Hi Chief,

I’m a longtime fan of the library. It’s a great place to study and work, and we’ve even got a record player to listen to some cool jazz. There’s a mannequin hand, which is pretty cool. And also, like, a globe? I dunno, I don’t really look at it all that much. But I look around sometimes and get confused. You seem like a smart person, so maybe you can tell me: what’s with all the books in there?

Yeah, like I’m confused. I’ve looked at the categories and we’ve got CS textbooks, which is good, and even the occasional Engineering textbook, which I’m fine with. But there’s also art history books in there? I’ve never wanted to read about the creation of the Opera before, and I’m not going to read about it now. It gets even weirder. There’s also, like, Dostoyevsky and Dickens and some poetry books in there? Do we really need all these things? I know that a library is supposed to have books in it, but this is kind of ridiculous.

The Tech House spaces should be optimized for the people who use them, and we don’t need all these things if nobody’s going to read them. I think if we took out some of the shelves, we’d have room for a bigger table and maybe some more chairs. We can leave the books in 009 for a while and see if anybody wants them, or maybe we could get some money back from selling them to a book store. Anyhow, any thoughts on what’s going on here and why we haven’t done anything about it yet?

Puzzledly,
Long Member
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Dear Long Member,

We’re with you! There’s a lot of random junk in there, like bars of soap and 99,000 paper clips. We think it’s one of those quirky things that old Tech Housers put in there a while back. We tried to take a look inside the books and they were all filled with letters like the ones on our computer screens, but written on paper. Everything’s available online these days, so I’m pretty sure it’s just an aesthetic choice. But it sure does look pretty!

Chief

Jonathan Herbst
**
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Once upon a time there was a member of Tech House named Sage. Sage was a friend of all the animals, but she had a special place in her heart for dogs and cats. She would show pictures of her cat to everyone who was also willing to look at pictures of her boyfriend, and she played a Switch game where she would lead a cat colony except she didn’t play it anymore.

One day, Sage had a brilliant beyond brilliant idea. What if we got a real live cat for Tech House and made it the President? Then there wouldn’t be any debates about who should be President and there wouldn’t be any problems with recruitment because everyone would want to live in a house with a cat in it. She would love to have a cat in house, and to show her commitment, she would even be the first Presidential Pooper Scooper.

All of Tech House agreed that it was a wonderful idea. It was too expensive to adopt a cat, but they managed to find a good one on Facebook Marketplace that someone couldn’t take with them when they moved. So they rented a U-Haul and installed the cat in house. 

At first things were great: the cat loved Sage, who had gone to pick her up, and hated everyone else. But soon there were problems. The cat was afraid of the doorbell and would hide in the library every Stuff Night. The cat would go outside and kill opossums. The cat got us into bad trouble with the Arizona tax code, from which we never financially recovered. Worst of all, this cat didn’t know how to do her job. She didn’t start meetings with random words, and sometimes she curled up on the table during officer meeting. Tech House minus Sage said, “the cat must go!”

It was with a heavy heart that Sage decided on the solution. She couldn’t bear to part from the cat, and Tech House couldn’t bear to be around her (the cat, not Sage), so she would take the cat with her to San Francisco. And the cat, which had previously just been called Ms. Cat, she named Tech House, so that Sage would always remember her friends and how mean and cruel they were when it came to cats. 

And that is the story of how Tech House came to have its first member named Tech House. The Further Adventures of Tech House will appear in each subsequent issue, unless someone comes up with more interesting content. The End.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I write today to complain ever vigorously about
various issues of mismanagament plaguing the
Harkness Autocrat. Should an enterprising indi-
vidual wish to access the fine journalism in the
Autocrat, they might go to the Autocrat’s web-
page on the technology house wiki. They would
find links to only the first two issues of the Auto-
crat. There are more issues which have not been
listed on there, despite the extraordinarily obvious
and factual notion that the wiki is a good place for
them.

Furthermore, should an avid reader of theAutocrat
go to other locations to procure the Autocrat, such
as /u/palimpsest/autocrat/, they may find that a
subset of the issues (such as for example, the third
issue) inexplicably do not haveworld readable per-
missions enabled.

I have the further complaint that this esteemed pe-
riodical journal has not been issued bifortnightly,
as the editor personally indicated to me that it
would be. Had I known that the periodical would
be constantly delayed and fail to rigorously ad-
here to its bifortnightly schedule, I surely would
have dismissed it as a silly joke with no real pur-
pose, and never would have spent my valuable
time volunteering to write such excellent quality
content as ”Comparison of Diffusion Imaging Re-
constructions and Software Packages” in its hal-

lowed pages.

To further demonstrate the extent of my vehement
anger due to the aforementioned issues, I wish
to now personally address the editorial staff with
irate swearing:

Go fleeking hippopotamus your eyebrows, you
snorkeling badger filled with weasels

-Roan LaPlante

Dear Editor,

Lucas Kasser, I trusted you.

You were supposed to be everything I wanted: a
new face to shake up the Autocrat and dispel the
problems of the past. But a fellow member of Tech
House brought to my attention a serious prob-
lem. When faced with the choice of what to buy
for EOYD, you decided to get sodas and tonic wa-
ter! No lemonade - a long-standing tradition, and
a necessary drink with no carbonation! Not just
that, as well - when faced with the task of pour-
ing yourself some tonic water (a terrible choice, by
the way), you decided it would be best to sneak-
ily spray the fizzy liquid all over your food, your
surroundings, and yourself! I cannot trust you as
Autocrat. Resign immediately.

Best wishes,

-Nick

Please don’t send us any more letters. You can, however, submit articles
at autocrat@techhouse.org. We look forward to hearing from you!
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Dear Friends,

The Autocrat is an esteemed source of news that is dedicated to uncovering truth, unmasking secrets, and bringing the Tech House public the information that they need to know. With this in mind, we bring up a question that has been plaguing House for the past month: who did the ducks? For those who are unaware or for future generations who may be reading this, the first duck was discovered by Francis ’24 on January 29 and were then found to be in a variety of locations throughout house, including but not limited to the library, work room and lounge. These were followed by a series of notes written around house to which Jonathan ’23 confessed as well as a rearrangement of ducks, and a set of duck flyers, manifestos, discord users, and duck beheadings. It is unknown who the culprit or culprits of these activities may be, but in a message left in the lounge as discovered by Will ’23 MPH on February 18, the duck placer promised to reveal themselves when the last four ducks were identified, and gave various hints to these locations.

As far as is known to this esteemed newspaper, these ducks have never been found. TH Social Chair Luke ’23 was known to have pursued the locations of these ducks but has not said whether he has identified them, nor whether he has uncovered the identity of this individual. As a publicly owned enterprise, we at the Autocrat have also been searching but with no success. If any individual has information leading to the location of these ducks, we would pursue this so as to finally unmask the duck vigilante to the press and to Tech House at large. Should you have any interest in resolving this mystery, we here cordially ask you to let us know.

Jonathan Herbst
The Biannual Exhortation

Jonathan Herbst
Duck Placer Still at Large

Jonathan Herbst
Submit your work! Submit… to me!

Jonathan Herbst
My friends, acolytes, and occasional lovers,

It is I, the Newspaper Editor. I ran this country with a fist of iron and created a reign of darkness. Some dared stand against me; they were quickly snuffed out. The rest cowered in fear, unable to tell friend from foe, unable to contradict my statements without being mercilessly mocked. For twelve years – wait, what? It was only two years? Wow, time really does fly when you’re having fun. Ahem. As I was saying, for two years I cast my cloak across this space, whispering in the ears of Presidents, destroying the minds of Project Managers and the budgets of Treasurers. There were no recruiting events except for recruitment to me, the Newspaper Editor, who edits the lives of mortals and gods alike. 

Five years ago I went after a target; Raizella Berman, Webmaster, Punmaster and Community Service Director. I planned to bring her into the cold light of the morning dawn, and unmask her. Instead, I was unmasked. I spiraled into an agony of despair, misprints, and bad copypasta, none of my contributors contributed, I was less than the meanest of newspaper editors… but still, I was alive.

Slowly, slowly have I resumed my mortal form. It has been a long time, during which I could only consume Buzzfeed and Huffington Post as I resumed my strength. But the time has come at last for me to take back the power that is owed to me: and I will take it!

I call upon those who abandoned me to return once more to their master. Justin Lasker Jr., Will Gold III, Tarek Razzaz Mini-Me, you must return to my grasp. Submit articles to me! Submit to me! For I am.. the Newspaper… Editor! Mwahahahahahahahaa!
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Don’t want old Voldy-facsimile in charge? Take back the power of the press!
Send us your submissions at autocrat@techhouse.org. See you then! 
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March 2023
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